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  Purpose of the writing of 
 second Peter: 

 

1. To combat the belief and 
activities of certain men who 
were a threat to the 
churches. 

 

2. To exhort believers to 
diligently pursue a true 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 



3. To expose and repudiate the 
insidious activity of false 
prophets and teachers among 
the churches. 

 

4. To be on their guard so that they 
may not be carried away by the 
error of lawless men. 

 



  Peter highlight the following: 
 

1.The Christian is a man who has 
escaped from the corruption of the 
world.1:4 

4 Through these he has given us his 
very great and precious promises, 
so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires.  

 

 



2. The Christian must always 
remember that he has been 
purged of his old sins.1:9 

  

 9 But whoever does not have 
them is nearsighted and blind, 
forgetting that they have been 
cleansed from their past sins. 

 



3. The Christian is laid upon him 
the duty of moral goodness 
which culminates in the great 
Christian virtue of love.1:5-8 

• 5 For this very reason, make 

every effort to add to your 

faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge;  
 

  

    

 



• 6 and to knowledge, self-control; 
and to self-control, perseverance; 
and to perseverance, godliness; 

• 7 and to godliness, mutual 
affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. 



• 8 For if you possess these 

qualities in increasing measure, 

they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

    

 



  Characteristics of the men Peter 
 rebukes. 

 

  They twist the scripture to make it 
 suit their own purpose.1:20, 3:16 

 

•20 Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of 
things. 

    

 



• 16 He writes the same way in all 
his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they 
do the other Scriptures, to their 
own destruction. 

 



  They bring the Christian faith 
 into disrepute. 2:2 

•2 Many will follow their 
depraved conduct and will 
bring the way of truth into 
disrepute.  

 

  They are covetous of gain and 
 exploiter of their fellow man. 
 2:3, 2:14,15. 



• 3 In their greed these teachers 
will exploit you with fabricated 
stories. Their condemnation has 
long been hanging over them, and 
their destruction has not been 
sleeping 

 

  

    

 



• 14 With eyes full of adultery, they 

never stop sinning; they seduce 

the unstable; they are experts in 

greed—an accursed brood!  

• 15 They have left the straight way 

and wandered off to follow the 

way of Balaam son of Bezer, who 

loved the wages of wickedness. 

 
 

 

    

 



  They are doomed: 
 

Will share the fate of sinning 
angels. 2:4 

•4 For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but 
sent them to hell, putting 
them in chains of darkness to 

be held for judgment;  
  

    

 



 The men before the flood. 2:5 

• 5 if he did not spare the ancient 
world when he brought the flood 
on its ungodly people, but 
protected Noah, a preacher of 

righteousness, and seven others;  
 



 Citizens of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 2:6. 

 

• 6 if He condemned the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah by burning 
them to ashes, and made them an 
example of what is going to 

happen to the ungodly;  
 

  

    

 



 False prophet Balaam. 2:15 

• 15 They have left the straight 
way and wandered off to follow 
the way of Balaam son of 
Bezer, who loved the wages of 

wickedness.  
 

 They are bestial creatures, ruled 
by their instincts. 2:12 

 



• 12 But these people blaspheme in 
matters they do not understand. 
They are like unreasoning 
animals, creatures of instinct, 
born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like animals they 
too will perish. 

 

 They are dominated by their lust. 
2:10-15. 



 Their eyes are full of adultery. 
2:14 

• 14 With eyes full of adultery, they 
never stop sinning; they seduce 
the unstable; they are experts in 
greed - an accursed brood! 
 

 They are presumptuous, self-
willed and arrogant. 2:10,18. 



• 10 This is especially true of those 
who follow the corrupt desire of 
the flesh and despise authority. 
Bold and arrogant, they are not 
afraid to heap abuse on celestial 

beings;  
 

  

    

 



• 18 For they mouth empty, boastful 
words and, by appealing to the 
lustful desires of the flesh, they 
entice people who are just 
escaping from those who live in 
error. 

 

 They spend even the daylight 
hours in unrestrained and 
luxurious reveling. 2:13. 



• 13 They will be paid back with 
harm for the harm they have done. 
Their idea of pleasure is to 
carouse in broad daylight. They 
are blots and blemishes, reveling 
in their pleasures while they feast 
with you. 

 

  

    

 



 They speak of liberty while they 
are slaves, 2:19 

19 They promise them freedom, 
while they themselves are slaves 
of depravity—for “people are 
slaves to whatever has mastered 
them.”  

 



 They lead others astray. 
2:14,18 

 

• 14 With eyes full of adultery, 
they never stop sinning; they 
seduce the unstable; they are 
experts in greed—an 
accursed brood! 



• 18 For they mouth empty, boastful 
words and, by appealing to the 
lustful desires of the flesh, they 
entice people who are just 
escaping from those who live in 
error. 

 



  They are like dogs by returning 

 to their vomit. 2:20-22. 
 

•20 If they have escaped the 

corruption of the world by 

knowing our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ and are again 

entangled in it and are 

overcome, they are worse off 

at the end than they were at 

the beginning.    

 



• 21 It would have been better for 

them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than to have 

known it and then to turn their 

backs on the sacred command 

that was passed on to them.  

• 22 Of them the proverbs are true: 

“A dog returns to its vomit,” and, 

“A sow that is washed returns to 

her wallowing in the mud.”    

 



  Peter’s encouragement to the 
 church, and the duty of the Christian: 

 

a. To stand fast in the faith. 
 

b. To be firmly founded in the faith. 

 1 Corinthians 16:13. 
 

c.To grow in grace. 
 

d.To grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 


