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GROW IN GRACE

2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of  our Lord and savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever amen. 
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Definitions

 The free and unmerited favor of  
God as manifested in the salvation 
of  sinners and the bestowal of  
blessings.

 God’s power coming to us free of  
charge, enabling us to do what we 
could not do on our own, no matter 
how much struggle we would put 
into it.



 The Lord invites us to seek his favor.
 Psalm 119:58 “Buso bakho ngibufune

ngayo yonkhe inhlitiyo yami. Bani
nemusa kimi ngekwesetsembiso sakho.’

 Only those who are in Jesus Christ can 
experience the favor of  God.

 It is in Jesus’ righteousness that we 
receive forgiveness of  sin and become 
children of  God: once we are God’s 
children we can pursue God’s favor.



Sufficient grace

2 Corinthians 12: 7-10

7 Even though I have received such wonderful 
revelation from becoming proud, I was given a thorn 
in my flesh, a messenger from satan to torment me 
and keep me from becoming proud. 8 Three different 
times, begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time 
he said ‘my grace is all you need, my power works 
best in weaknesses.’ so now I am glad to boast 
about my weaknesses so that the power of  Christ 
can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure 
in my weakness and in the insults, hardships, 
persecutions and troubles that I suffer for Christ for 
when I am weak, then I am strong.



 Grace that gives sufficient ability to 
perform a salutary act. A human action 
that is performed under the influence of 
grace and that positively leads a 
person to a heavenly destiny.

 God’s provision for us at a point of  our 
need.

 There maybe times when it does not seem 
the Lord is truly meeting our needs – but 
He frequently sees deficiencies, outcomes 
and complications that we do not see.



 His goals for us involve; spiritual 
growth, the development of  Christ-like 
character and strong faith. Therefore, 
trials play a vital role in achieving such 
things, the important issue is how we 
respond. If  all you need is relief, you 
could descend into anger and doubt, but 
if  your desire is to become the person 
God wants you to be, you will see each 
trial as an opportunity for Christ to 
display his character and strength in 
you.



God’s sufficient grace in action

 When one is exhausted, cannot even go 
an inch further and yet is in a situation 
where he/she must. His grace is 
sufficient – God will give you the needed 
strength to do so.

 When one feels confused and uncertain 
about what direction to take – His grace 
is sufficient, he gives one peace and 
make his path clear.



 When one is tempted to lash out at 
someone with unkind, harsh words –
his grace is sufficient – one is able to 
control his/her tongue.

 No matter what is going on in your life, 
His grace is sufficient for you.



 No matter what you face, God’s grace is 
sufficient.

 His power is revealed and made perfect 
through your;

Weakness – 2 Corinthians 12:10.

Brokenness – Deuteronomy 31:8, 
Joshua 1:9, Psalm 34:18.

Weariness – Matthew 11:28-30, 1 
Peter 5:7.



Reasons God’s power is made perfect 
in your weakness.

 He gets all the glory.

 It shines a spotlight on God’s power.

 It highlights his glory of  deliverance.

 It forces one to trust in God alone.

 2 Corinthians 1:8-9.



The secret of  victory

1. God has set before His children an open 
door which no man can shut, however, if  
they do not see it by the eye of  faith, 
they may not be able to access it.

2. God wants you to see His promise for 
you and claim it, because you can only 
claim what you see or know.



 2 Peter 1:3-4

3 Ngemandla akhe Nkulunkulu usiphe konkhe
lesikudzingako kuze siphile, simesabe njengobe
simati yena lowasibitela ekuhlanganyeleni naye
emandleni nasebukhosini bakhe.

4 Ngaleyo ndlela siphiwe tetsembiso letiligugu
naletikhulukati, kuze kutsi ngato nibe
nenhlanganyelo nesimo sebuNkulunkulu, 
niphunyule ekubhujisweni kwelive leselokheleke
etinkhanukweni.



 Revelation 3:7-9

 1 Corinthians 16:9
Because a great door for effective 
work has opened to me, and there are 
many who oppose me.

 God’s power provides everything we 
need to enjoy great and Godly lives, 
but what He provides comes to us 
through the full, personal knowledge of  
him.



 We cannot know God through someone 
else, we can only know about Him, but 
to know Him for ourselves we must 
study His word ourselves and spend 
time with Him individually.

 You can be as close to God as you want 
to be, He is no respecter of  person, if  
one can – we all can.



 Being close to God will always depend on 
how much time we are willing to put into 
our personal relationship with Him.

 We all need to hear from God each day 
about many different issues, but need to 
be careful that we are hearing clearly 
from Him.

 Sometimes He will speak by opening or 
closing a door to something we want to 
do and according to Revelation 3:7.



We know that God can open doors of  opportunity 
that no one can close and He can also close doors 
we simply cannot open.

 Let us pray that God open only the doors 
through which He wants us to pass – a man’s 
mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his 
steps. Proverbs 16:9.

 For a door to open, one has to trigger it either 
by sensor or handle take a step of  faith and 
trust God for guidance.

 Never mistake opposition for closed doors.
1 Corinthians 16:9.



o All the above is made possible by the life 
giving divine nature which Christians 
have in Jesus Christ.

o Declaring God’s word to counter any 
negative word spoken to us marks the 
beginning of  our victory – when they say 
or do whatever is contrary to what the 
covenant has perfected for you – change 
it by saying what God says – speak your 
way to break through.
2 Corinthians 4:13.
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