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GRACE.

 In the Old Testament, the Revised     

Standard version renders “hèn” 
as “grace.”



 Esther 2:17. 

The king loved Esther more than 

all the women, and she found 

grace and favor in his sight more 

than all the virgins, so that he set 

the royal crown on her head and 

made her queen instead of 

Vashti.



 “Hèn” is interpreted as  grace or  

favour. 

 Psalm 45:2.

You are the fairest of the sons of 

men; grace is poured upon your 

lips; therefore God has blessed 

you for ever.



 The term carried some breadth of  

meaning for Old Testament writers,  

beginning with the ordinary sense of  

that which brought approval, delight  

and joy, and also describing  

aesthetic experiences of loveliness  

and sweetness. 



 Esther 2:9

And the maiden pleased him and 

won his favor; and he quickly 

provided her with her ointments and 

her portion of food, and with seven 

chosen maids from the king's 

palace, and advanced her and her 

maids to the best place in the harem.



 Esther 5:2.

And when the king saw Queen 

Esther standing in the court, she 

found favor in his sight and he held 

out to Esther the golden scepter that 

was in his hand. Then Esther 

approached and touched the top of 

the scepter.



 Grace or favour is the positive  

emotional reaction of approbation  

to some of relationship, whether  

between man and nature, or  

something restricted to the level of  

human associations.



 Where God is involved in this  

relationship, it is He alone who  

bestows the estimate and  

consequence of favour and grace  

upon man.

 Proverbs 12:2.

A good man obtains favor from the 

LORD, but a man of evil devices he 

condemns.



 Jeremiah 26:19.

“Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all 

Judah put him to death? Did he not 

fear the LORD and entreat the favor 

of the LORD, and did not the LORD 

repent of the evil which he had 

pronounced against them? But we 

are about to bring great evil upon 

ourselves.”



 In the New Testament, the Greek  

term “Charis” is interpreted  

“Grace.”

 In secular Greek, charis is used to  

convey several meanings.



 The word “grace” in its special  

Christian sense refers to the  

freedom of salvation in Jesus Christ.

 Grace is uniquely God’s to give.

 What comes to needy man, comes  

as a gift from God, it comes freely as  

a result of God’s decision and God’s  

actions.



 Grace is the underserved  

BLESSING freely bestowed on man  

by God – a concept which is at the  

heart not only of Christian Theology,  

but also of all genuinely Christian  

experience.



 “Grace is God’s power coming to us  

free of charge, enabling us to do  

what we could not do on our own no  

matter how much struggle we would  

put into it” - Joyce Meyer.



1. Common (general, universal)  

grace.

2. Special (saving, generating)  

grace.



1. COMMON GRACE.

 Common to all mankind.

 Benefits experienced by the  

whole human race without  

discrimination. 



 The order of creation reflects  
the mind and care of the  
creator who sustains what  
he has in Matthew 5:45.

so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust.



 Another aspect of common  
grace is evident in the divine  
government or control of  
human society.



 It is due to common grace that  
man retains within himself a  
consciousness of the  
difference between right and  
wrong, truth and falsehood,  
justice and injustice, and the  
awareness that he is  
answerable or accountable  
not merely to his fellow men  
but also ultimately to God, his  
maker.



 To common grace, then, we must 

thankfully attribute God’s continuing  care 

for His creation, as He provides for the 

needs of His creatures, restrains human 

society from becoming altogether 

intolerable and ungovernable, and makes it 

possible for mankind, though fallen to live 

together in a generally  orderly and 

cooperative manner, to show spiritual, and 

to cultivate together the scientific, cultural 

and economic pursuits of civilization.



2. SPECIAL GRACE.

 This is the grace by which 

God redeems, sanctifies and 

glorifies His people.

 Special grace is bestowed 

only on those whom God 

elects to eternal life through 

faith in His Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ.



 God’s regenerating grace is  

dynamic - does not only  

saves but also transforms  

and revitalizes those whose  

lives were previously broken  

and meaningless.
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 1 Corinthians 15:10.

But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace 

toward me was not in vain. On 

the contrary, I worked harder 

than any of them, though it 

was not I, but the grace of God 

which is with me.



GRACEA Noun

An 
Experience

A 
Process

A Status
An 

Outcome

An 
Institution

A 
Foundation

An 
Atmosphere



ASPECTS OF GRACE.

1. Prevenient grace.

2. Efficacious grace.

3. Irresistible grace.

4. Sufficient grace.



PREVENIENT GRACE IS GRACE 

THAT COME FIRST.

• It is grace that precedes all 

human decision and endeavor.

• Grace always mean, it is God 

who takes the initiative and 

implies the priority of God’s 

action on behalf of needy 

sinners.



• It does not start with us, it 

starts with God; it is not 

earned or merited by us, it is 

freely and lovingly given to us 

who have no resources or 

deserving of our own. 



 1 John 4:10,19.  

 Romans 5:8,10.  

 2 Corinthians 8:9.  

 Romans 5:6.



EFFICACIOUS GRACE IS 
GRACE WHICH EFFECTS THE 
PURPOSE FOR WHICH IT WAS 
GIVEN.

 What God purposes and  
performs can not fail or  
come to nothing otherwise  
He is not God.



• The indefectibility of 
redeeming grace is seen not 
only in the turning of sinners 
from darkness to light but also 
in the bringing of them to the 
consummation of eternal 
glory. 



 John 6:37-39.

 John17:2,6,9,12,24.

 John 10:27-28. 

 2 Corinthians 5:18,21. 

 Romans 8:29-30. 

 2 Timothy 2:19. 

 Philippians 1:6. 

 1 Corinthians 15:10.



IRRESISTIBLE GRACE IS GRACE 

THAT CAN NOT BE REJECTED.

• The conception of irresistibility 

of special grace is closely 

bound up with what has been 

said above concerning the 

efficacious nature of God’s 

grace.



• As creation was irresistibly 

effected through the all-

powerful word and will of God, 

so also the new creation in 

Christ irresistibly effected 

through that all-powerful word 

and will.



• The creator God is one and the 

same with the Redeemer God.

 Genesis 1:3-5.

 2 Corinthians 4:6.



SUFFICIENT GRACE IS GRACE 
THAT IS ADEQUATE FOR THE 
SAVING OF THE BELIEVER 
HERE AND NOW AND 
HEREAFTER TO ALL ETERNITY.

• As with the other aspects of 
grace of special grace, its 
sufficiency flows from the 
infinite power and goodness of 
God.



 He saves “fully.” Hebrews 7:25

 He cleanses “all.” 1 John 1:9

 Atoning sacrifice for the 
“whole.” 1 John 2:2

 Sufficient for “us.”

2 Corinthians 12:9



MEANS OF THIS GRACE \ MEDIA 
THROUGH WHICH IT IS RECEIVED.

 Holy scripture.

 2 Timothy 3:15

 John 20:30-31

 Preaching, proclamation of    
the dynamic truth of the  
gospel. Colossians 1:28



• Teaching and practice of 
Christ Himself. John 8:31

• Teaching and practice of the 
apostles. Ephesians 2:19-22 



CONTINUING OR 
STRENGTHENING GRACE.

1. Exposition of Holy Scripture 

for the instruction and 

edification of Christian 

believers.

2. Private Bible study.



3. Prayer in which the Christian 

communicates with God, 

experience His presence and 

opens himself to His purpose 

and His power.

4. Fellowship with other 

Christian in worship and 

witness.



5. Participation in the sacrament 

of the breaking of bread 

which Christ instituted and 

commanded his followers to 

observe.

 Acts 2:42.



A FIRM FOUNDATION AND A

CONTINUAL GROWTH.

» The Christian is a person who 

is fore warned. V17

» He therefore can not plead 

ignorance.



» He knows the right way and  

its reward.

» He knows the wrong way and 

its disasters.

» He has been told that 

Christianity means a cross.



THE CHRISTIAN IS A PERSON 

WITH A BASIS OF LIFE. V18 

 He ought to be rooted and  

grounded in the faith.

 There are certain things of  

which he is absolutely  

certain.



 There is laid on him the duty  
of making his life fit his belief.

 The inflexibility of the  
Christian life is not the  
rigidity of death.

 The Christian must daily  
experience the wonder of  
grace and daily grow in the  
gifts which grace can bring.



 It is only on a firm foundation  
that a great building can  
tower into the air.

 It is only because it has a  
deep root that a great tree  
can reach out to the sky with  
its branches.
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