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Purpose of book.

 It was written to show how 

the Jewish people were 

protected and delivered

from impending annihilation 

by God’s intervention 

through Queen Esther.

 Esther 2:1-18



1 Corinthians 10:13.

13  No temptation has overtaken you 

except what is common to mankind. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you 

tempted beyond what you can bear. 

But when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out so that you can 

endure it.



 Psalm 34:19.

19 The righteous person may 

have many troubles, but the 

Lord delivers him form them 

all;



 It was written also to 

provide a record of and 

historical background for 

the Jewish Feast of Purim.



 Esther provides a 

character study of five 

main persons involved in 

the story:

1. The Persian King, Xerxes.

2. The Prime Minister, Haman.



3. The Queen who preceded 

Esther, Vashti.

4. The beautiful Jewish maiden 

who became Queen, Esther.

5. The righteous cousin who 

adopted and brought her up, 

Mordecai.



 Uniqueness of the book.

1. It is one of two books in the 

bible named after a 

woman.

2. The book begins and ends 

with a feast (10 of them).



3. Esther is the last of the five 

scrolls in the third part of 

the Hebrew Bible.

4. The book does not mention 

God though it talks about 

fasting, prayer or worship.



5. God’s providence is 

everywhere evident in the 

book even though there is 

no reference to Him.



 V4. Replacement of Vashti.

4: And let the maiden which 

pleaseth the king be queen 

instead of Vashti. And the 

thing pleased the king; and 

he did so.



 V8. Esther also was taken 

to the King’s Palace.

8: So it came to pass, when the king's 

commandment and his decree was 

heard, and when many maidens were 

gathered together unto Shushan the 

palace, to the custody of Hegai, that 

Esther was brought also unto the 

king's house, to the custody of Hegai, 

keeper of the women.



 V12. Preparation.

2:12: Now when every maid's turn was 

come to go in to king Ahasuerus, after 

that she had been twelve months, 

according to the manner of the women, 

(for so were the days of their 

purifications accomplished, to wit, six 

months with oil of myrrh, and six 

months with sweet odours, and with 

other things for the purifying of the 

women;)



 V15a. Esther’s turn came.

15a: Now when the turn of 

Esther, the daughter of 

Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, 

who had taken her for his 

daughter, was come to go in 

unto the king, 



 V15b. Esther won the 

favour of everyone who saw 

her.

15b... And Esther obtained 

favour in the sight of all them 

that looked upon her.



 V17a. King was attracted 

to Esther more than to any 

of the other women.

17a: And the king loved 

Esther above all the women, 

and she obtained grace and 

favour in his sight more than 

all the virgins;



 V17b. Esther won the 

favour and approval of the 

King.

17b:…so that he set the 

royal crown upon her head, 

and made her queen instead 

of Vashti.



 V18. King gave a great 

banquet, Esther’s 

banquet.

18: Then the king made a great 

feast unto all his princes and his 

servants, even Esther's feast; and 

he made a release to the 

provinces, and gave gifts, 

according to the state of the king.



CONCLUSION:

1.The opportunities we have 

are more important than the 

ones we wish we had.



CONCLUSION (cont…):

2.We can trust God to 

weave together the events 

of life for our best, even 

though we may not be able 

to see the overall pattern.



CONCLUSION (cont…):

3.The rewards for doing 

right are sometimes 

delayed, but they are 

guaranteed by God Himself.
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