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Seven stars

1. Christ holds them in His 

hands.

2. Angels, Bishops, Pastors.

3. They are His possession.

4. They are His tools.

5. Most senior human leader.



Seven Golden Lampstands

1. Christ walks in the midst of  

them.

2. Churches around Asia Minor.

3. They are His property.

4. They are His ground / field.

5. All equal.



PURPOSE OF TEACHING.

1. Help Pastors:

 Follow God faithfully.

 Serve God seriously.

 Rapturable.



PURPOSE OF TEACHING (cont…)

2. Help church:

 To be lively.

 Serve meaningfully.

 Rapturable.



1. Palestine A Relationship

A Philosophy

An Institution
A Culture

Programs

Projects
Commercialized

Entertainment

2. Greece

3. Rome

4. Europe
5. Traditional Christianity

6. Developing Countries
7. America

8. Today

3. Progression of  Christianity:



4. Bring perspective 

about ministry:



Ministry is work that is:

1. God centered. 

 John 17:3

Now this is eternal life: that 

they know you, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent.



2. Christ focused.

 Philippians 3:10

I want to know Christ - yes, 

to know the power of  His

resurrection and 

participation in His 

sufferings, becoming like 

Him in His death,



3. Scripture based.

 John 5:39

You study the Scriptures

diligently because you

think that in them you

have eternal life. These

are the very Scriptures

that testify about me,



4. Spirit motivated.

 Luke 4:18

“The Spirit of  the Lord is on me,

because He has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of  sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free,



5. Soul driven. 

 Matthew 16:26

What good will it be for

someone to gain the

whole world, yet forfeit

their soul? Or what can

anyone give in exchange

for their soul?



Luke 15:7,10

7 I tell you that in the same way 

there be more rejoicing in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety nine righteous persons 

who do not need to repent.

10 In the same way, I tell you, there 

is rejoicing in the presence of  the 

angels of  God over one sinner 

who repents. 



Daniel 12:3

Those who are wise will shine 

like the brightness of  the 

heavens, and those who lead 

many to be righteousness, like 

the stars for ever and ever.



VALUES OF THESE 

MESSAGES TODAY.

1. Reveal what Jesus Christ 

Himself  loves and values in 

His church.

2. Reveal what Christ Jesus 

hates and condemns in His 

churches.



3. State consequences of  

disobedience and spiritual 

neglect.

4. State rewards for spiritual 

vigilance and faithfulness 

to Christ.



5. Give standard by which any 

church or individual may 

judge their true spiritual 

state before God.

6. Give examples of  the 

methods of  Satan’s attack 

on the church or the 

individual Christian.



HEALTHY CHURCH

1. Balanced.

2. Sound.

3. Complete.

4. Developed.

 The condition of  the body 

and the degree to which it 

is free from illness or the 

state of  being well.



 Christ’s message to the 

seven local churches 

existing in Western Asia 

Minor are intended for the 

exhortation, warning and 

edification of  believers and 

churches throughout this 

entire age.



Heart 

beat of  

Jesus 

for His 

church.

√ Healthy

√ Vitality

√ Dynamism

√ Vibrancy



HEALTH.

 The condition of  a person’s  

body or mind.

 The state of  being  

physically and mentally  

healthy.

 The success of  something.



VITALITY.

 The vigour.

 The energy and enthusiasm.



DYNAMISM.

 The energy and enthusiasm  

to make new things happen  

or make things succeed.



VIBRANCY.

 Full of  life and energy –

exciting.

 Very bright and strong –

brilliant.

 Loud and powerful –

rhythms.



Jesus is not coming back for;

× a cold

× lukewarm

× sin dominated

× carnal 

× worldly

Jesus is coming for;

 a faithful

 a loyal

 an active

 a loving

 a pure 

 a spotless

 a wrinkless
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3 KINDS OF CHURCHES

1. Healthy Church.

In the healthy church, 

eighty percent of  the 

people are born again, full 

of  the Holy Spirit and active 

for the Lord:

• Partake; Provide; 

Promote; Protect; Pray



ten percent are lukewarm 

and ten percent are 

inactive.



Active

10% 10%80%

HEALTHY CHURCH



2. Sick Church.

In a sick church, fifty percent are 

lukewarm, 

→ Complacent

→ Religious

→ Indifferent

→ Disloyal

→ Insubordinate

→ Insensitive
→ Negative attitude



2. Sick Church.

→ thirty percent are inactive 

and only twenty percent are 

active in the things of  the 

Lord.



→ There is still a semblance of  

life left but the majority are 

carnal and unsaved.



Lukewarm

30% 20%50%

Sick Church



3. Diseased and Dying Church.

→ In a diseased and dying church, 

eighty percent are lukewarm,

◊ No clear salvation.

◊ Focus is not on Christ. But on 

human beings programmes / 

activities, projects or being 

ecumenical.

◊ Morality at their lowest ebb.

◊ Living standards very low.



3. Diseased and Dying Church.

→ ten percent are inactive and 

only ten percent are active.

→ Things here are really on the 

downward swing.



→ Some of  our prosperity, 

success and breakthrough 

driven churches are found 

here.

→ It is possible for a church to 

be physically and materially 

okay but spiritually lost.



→ From the foregoing, we can 

see that there are more sick 

and diseased churches than 

healthy ones in our nations, 

continents and world today.



Lukewarm

10% 10%80%

Diseased and Dying Church



→ The heart of  Jesus about 

the condition of  the church 

is still the same.

→ Matthew 16:18, Jesus said I 
will build my church.”

 He wants an active, loving, 

vibrant and dynamic 

church.



 He wants a glorious, 

spotless and wrinkless 

church.

 He wants a faithful, loyal 

and victorious church.

 He wants a militant, 

aggressive and 

uncompromising church.



 He wants a church that will 

make significant impact in 

community.

 He wants a church free from 

false doctrine, idolatry, sin  

and demon dominance.



 He wants a broken, pliable, 

tender and God seeking 

church.

 He wants a church that is 

free from immorality and 

immoral ministers.

 He wants a church 

steadfast and grounded in 

the truth of  His word.



 He wants a church founded 

on Christ, word of  Christ 

and emulating Christ.

 He wants a church 

balanced in both spiritual 

and material riches.



 He wants a church that 

seeks for constant 

restoration, renewal, 

restitution and re-appraisal 

of  her relationships with 

God.



 He wants a church that 

prevails overall the tests, 

trials, persecutions and 

difficulties of  faith in a dark 

world.



THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS.

1. Message from the revelator, 

Christ.

2. He who holds seven stars.

3. He who walks in the midst of  

seven golden lampstands.



I KNOW:

 Your works.

 Your labor.

 Your patience.



1. That you can bear those who 

are evil.

2. You have: (approval)

 Tested those who say they

are apostles and are not.

 Persevered.

 Laboured for my name sake.

 Not became weary.



3. Nevertheless I have this 

against you.

Have left the first love.

 Remember where you

have fallen.

 Repent.

 Do the first works.



 Commendation.

 Hate the deeds of  the  

Nicolaitans.



MESSAGE TO EPHESUS.

 Revelation 2:1-7

1. Message from Jesus, the 

owner of  the church.

2. Message from the revelator, 

Christ.

3. He who holds the seven 

stars.



MESSAGE TO EPHESUS (cont…)

4. He who walks in the midst of  

seven golden lampstands.

5. Ephesus was a famous 

church planted by the 

Apostle Paul and later 

watered and governed by 

John.



ABOUT  EPHESUS.

 Ephesus was famous for its 

great temple, a shrine to the 

goddess Diana (or Artemis
in Greek).

 The temple of  Diana was 

one of  the seven wonders of  

the world.



 The size of  the temple was 

425 feet in length and 220 

feet in breadth.

 Architecturally the temple 

composed of  127 white 

marble columns, each 62 

feet high.



 The temple was so popular 

among pagans that Ephesus 

emerged as the religious 

centre of  all Asia.

 The temple of  Diana had 

close links to local 

commerce and it was also a 

tourist centre.



 The temple cult involved 

worship of  Diana;

1. Fertility goddess.

2. Woods goddess.

3. Hunt goddess.



 Ephesus was also known as 

a centre of  occult arts and 

practices. Acts 19:8-20.



Omniscience of  Christ:

Commendation

 I know your deeds.

 I know your hard work.

 I know your perseverance.

 I know that you can not 

tolerate wicked man.



 I know you have tested 

those who claim to be 

apostles and have found 

them false.

 I know you have persevered 

and endured hardships for 

my name.

 I know you have not grown  

weary.



Condemnation.

 You have forsaken the first 

love.

 Remember where you have 

fallen. 

 Repent and do the things 

you did at first.



Warning.

 If  you do not repent, I will 

come and remove the 

lampstand from its place.



Commendation repeated.

 You hate the practices of  

the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate. 



Who were Nicolaitans:

◊ The Nicolaitans were a 

loose sect who sheltered 

themselves under the name 

of  Christianity.



1. Held hateful doctrines.

2. Were guilty of  hateful 

deeds.

3. Were hateful to Christ.

4. Were hateful to all true 

Christians.



N.B.

1. The Nicolaitans were 

believers who compromised 

their faith in order to enjoy 

some of  the sinful practices 

of  Ephesian society.



2. The name Nicolaitans is 

held by some to be roughly

the Greek equivalent word 

for Balaamites.

3. Balaam was a prophet who 

induced the Israelites to 

carry out their lustful  

desires.



4. The Nicolaitans probably 

affirmed, as did the 

teaching of  Balaam that 

sexual immorality did not 

affect one’s salvation in 

Christ. 



5. The New Testament clearly 

states the contrary such 

persons will not inherit 

God’s Kingdom.

(1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

6. God hates the heresy that 

teaches we can be saved 

and at the same time live 

immoral lives.



7. To hate what God hates is 

an essential characteristic 

of  those loyal to Christ.

 Psalm 139:21

Do I not hate those who 

hate you, LORD, and abhor 

those who are in rebellion 

against you?.



 Proverbs 8:13

To fear the LORD is to hate 

evil; I hate pride and 

arrogance, evil behavior 

and perverse speech.



 John 3:19 

This is the verdict: Light 

has come into the world, 

but people loved darkness 

instead of  light because 

their deeds were evil.



8. The teaching of  Balaam 

therefore refers to corrupt 

teachers and  preachers who 

were leading people into fatal 

compromise with immorality, 

worldliness and false 

ideologies, all for the sake of  

personal advancement or 

monetary gain.



 Numbers 22:5-7 

5 sent messengers to summon 

Balaam son of  Beor, who was 

at Pethor, near the Euphrates 

River, in his native land. Balak 

said: “A people has come out 

of  Egypt; they cover the face 

of  the land and have settled 

next to me.



6 Now come and put a curse 

on these people, because they 

are too powerful for me. 

Perhaps then I will be able to 

defeat them and drive them 

out of  the land. For I know that 

whoever you bless is blessed, 

and whoever you curse is 

cursed.”



7 The elders of  Moab and 

Midian left, taking with 

them the fee for divination. 

When they came to 

Balaam, they told him what 

Balak had said.



 Numbers 25:1-2

1 While Israel was staying in 

Shittim, the men began to indulge 

in sexual immorality with Moabite 

women,

2 who invited them to the 

sacrifices to their gods. The 

people ate the sacrificial meal 

and bowed down before these 

gods.



 Numbers 31:16 

16“They were the ones who 

followed Balaam’s advice 

and enticed the Israelites 

to be unfaithful to the LORD 

in the Peor incident, so that 

a plague struck the LORD’s 

people.
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